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1. The most important objective of all evaluation work is to answer 
the questions whether and when will the Soviets attack in the West, This 
question can -- with a certain amount of assurance +< be answered only on - 
the basis of a careful enalysia of the political, economic and military 
situation prevailing at a given time. The evaluator mist furthernors 
attempt to place himself in the position of the Soviet leaders in order to 
give the greatest possible consideration not only to known facts.but te 
imponderables and, specifically, psychological factors as well, 


2. Such an estimate, from the point of view of the Seviets, based on 
details presented in paragraphs A through D, is as follows: 


a The political situation of the Eastern Bloc is largely ' 
"balanced". The political consolidation of the territories gained by the 
war has made considerable progress, but is not yet completed. Any war would 
interfere with this process and might even result in a partial or total loss 
of these gains, Western hopes for an overthrow of the regime in peacetime 
are unfounded. 


The political structure of the West is heterogeneous; the West 
has not yet been able to weld the large number of countries and peoples with- 
in its orbit into one uniform and powerful defense system. The results 
achieved in this respect are insignificent and give the East no reason to 
fear a serious threat from the West in the foreseeable future. Accordingly, 
the Soviets will best serve their objective of Communist world domination by 
carrying on a most intensive cold war, rather than by unleashing World Wer 


{III now, Previous results obtained in this manner have proven satisfactor 


as is evident from the situations in the Near East and the Far East as well 

as from the strength of the Communist parties in Western Europe, not to men- 
tion the slow pace of western integration. ‘The Soviets have every reason 

to believe that, by employing this method, they will be able to obtain similar 
and even better results in the future. 


b. Contrary to the political situation, the economic situation of 
the Eastern Bloc must be considered "unbalanced", Output and production in 
Some fields exceed the needs of a sustained war effort while, in other fields, 
they are completely inadequate. ‘The sovietization of the sutellite countries, 
the collectivization of their agriculture, and their industyialigation are 
still under way and cannot be completed before 1955. Only then will it be 
possible to exercise a central control over the entire eastern economy, while 
a war started prior to this dete must needs lead to serious dislocations in 
the structure of their economy e 


The economic situation of the West is good as regards output 
and production. Just as in the political field, the west, however, 1s handi-+ 
eapped by the heterogeneous character of its economic system which lacks 
joint direction. This is a deficiency which, according to Communist doctrine, 


Bij ta ey rms 


Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-00764R000600090006-2 


fenton 
Ferenerrartrioe tne 


—— 
ane 


Approved For Release 2000/09/02 : CIA-RDP83-00764R000600090006-2 


m Dae 


is bound to have the effect that, some day, capitalism mist destroy itself, 
possibly ever without a Third World War. 


&S, Characteristic of the military situation is the overwhelm 
lng superfority of the armed forces mnintained by the Fastern Slee, The 
most opportune moment for the employment of this superiority was missed, 
nowever, when the war in Kerea began, since, from that date forward, the 
West has mode a serious rearmament effort. 


As in the political und economic field, the allitary «ituation 
of the West te marked by lack of intesration and the weaknesses resulting 
therefrem. Althouch the West is rearmince there is no reason for the East 
te believe that this armament effort shoulda become a serio s threat in 
the next years, 


3. Searing the above in mind, an overall estimate, as seen from the 
West, appears to result in the followire oleturer 


&. The strizele for world hegemony is still in balance, Having 
failed to attack Furove which, from 1945 to the erecent, lay practically 
defenseless, the Fast in all probebi ity will not start an accressive war 
in the near future, ies, 1952 and, probably not in 1953, because both the 
political development and the preparations in the field ef armament pro- 
duction are not vet advanced suffielenti: for the Eastern <loc ta start 
this war, and because the Soviet leaders believe they can attain more easily 
their fi inal coal by cold war tactics rather than by a shootin, war. Only 
when the Soviet leaders believe they must forestall a western attack or 
exploit a decisive weakness off the West, which ie searcely to be reckoned 
with, will they tuke the offensive, Rerring: this possibility, the Fast will 
probably contirne to develon and aecelerate all of its sotentialities in its 
own sphere and similtaneously employ sll available means of international 
poliey and cold war to achieve worl¢ comminism. 


db. Two factors cannot be judged in advance: The present world 
situation Ts, and, fer a long time to come, will be, like 2 powder oarrel 
which could explode any moment from some anforseen end quite unintentional 
sperk, Tt is the essence of any dictaterahip that, ultimately, but one man + 
although be may take advice from a number of aides ~ concentrates the cower 
of decision in his hand, Although Stalin has proved a very sober and cool- 
headed politician, there ig a possipility that sometime emotion may prevail 
over reason ani thus conjure up disastrous consequences, 
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